
 

 

Annual Member Dinner Comments 2021 

Welcome – KATIE EATON 

Good evening!  I am Katie Eaton, President of the Michigan City Chamber of Commerce. I would like to 

welcome you to the Michigan City Chamber of Commerce Annual Member Dinner!  How good does it feel to 

be together?   

As your dinner is being served, I would like to take a moment to Thank our Sponsors for this evening. 

Our 2021 Premier & Gold Sponsors are those members who invest beyond their membership dues and 

provide support for several events and programs throughout the year, including tonight’s event.  

Premier sponsors include: 

Blue Chip Casino, Hotel, and Spa 

Crosscurrent & SERA Solutions 

Edward Jones 

Franciscan Health – Michigan City 

GAF 

General Insurance Services 

Horizon Bank 

NIPSCO 

Northwest Health – La Porte 

Sullair 

Visit Michigan City La Porte Convention & Visitors Bureau 

Gold Sponsors Include: 

Dan Granquist, Attorney  

Harbour Trust & Investment Management Company 

Northern Indiana Chapter of the National Electrical Contractors Association 

Newby Lewis Kaminski & Jones 

Purdue Northwest 

Additional Event Sponsors for tonight, include: 

1st Source Bank 

Applegate & Company 



 

 

Centier Bank 

Economic Development Corporation Michigan City 

Haas & Associates 

Indiana University Northwest – School of Business & Economics 

Let’s give them a round of applause. 

We appreciate all our members for investing in and supporting the  

Chamber of Commerce year after year.  At this time, I invite you to enjoy your dinner and the company of 

those around you. Our program will begin in about 30 minutes. 

PROGRAM -KATIE EATON 

How is dinner? Let’s thank the Blue Chip Staff and Culinary Team for their service tonight.  

I want to Thank you again for being here tonight. Our Annual Member Dinner typically takes place in the 

earlier part of the year but due to the pandemic we pushed it off to later months in hopes that it would be 

safe to gather and Here We Are! Throughout this past year, the Chamber has done a lot of shifting and 

changing plans, but our priority has remained the same- our members. We exist to serve you and celebrate 

you! So, let’s do that. 

The Michigan City Chamber of Commerce has a tradition of recognizing our members as they reach milestone 

years of membership. Over 50 members are celebrating significant milestones in their membership this year. 

All of these members are listed in the program.  And some of them are with us tonight- Sullivan Palatek, Blue 

Chip Casino, Hotel & Spa, Michigan City Area Schools, and Purdue University Northwest. If you are 

representing a member celebrating a milestone year of membership in the Chamber, please stand to be 

recognized.  

It is also tradition to celebrate our Legacy Members.  A legacy member is a business that has remained in the 

same family for two or more generations. You can find all our Legacy Members listed in the program.  At this 

time, I would ask legacy members here with us tonight are to stand and be recognized… 

Applegate & Company 

Haas & Associates 

Michigan City Dental 

MTM Long Beach Realty 

Pulse Technology 

Let’s Give them a round of APPLAUSE. 

We love celebrating our members. As we begin to plan for next year’s Annual Member Dinner, we will be 

including new ways to honor and celebrate our members with the additional of Annual Member Awards. In 



 

 

the next couple of months, we will be asking volunteers to help us finalize award categories and then we will 

begin soliciting nominations from our membership. We look forward to celebrating you in 2022! 

The work we do at the Chamber is not possible without the support of our members, business sponsorships, 

committee members, volunteers, and community partners.  And of course, our Board of Directors.  At this 

time, I would like to invite up our 2021 Board Chair, Bill Gertner, to say a few words. Bill is Assistant Vice 

President, Commercial Loan Officer at Horizon Bank and has served on the Board of Directors for the Chamber 

since 2018, prior to serving on the board Bill served on the Lakefront Career Network, our young professionals 

committee, and has been a key player in developing that group for our community. 

BILL GERTNER 

Thank you, Katie.  You will see their names listed in your program, but I would like to thank my fellow board 

members for their commitment over the past year. Please stand to be recognized.  

As I reflect over this last year, it is important to recognize the strong leadership that has helped us get through 

and move forward.  I would like to extend a special thank you to our past chair, John Wall and our entire 

Executive Committee.  

2020 began with much hope. As we headed into the year, the Chamber was optimistic and excited about the 

plans we had to serve our membership. In 2019, we had spent time organizing a 3-year action agenda and in 

2020 we were ready to begin the work. We were meeting the needs of our members by making connections, 

providing resources, and celebrating our business community.  

And then, a pandemic… 

But we did not waiver. We continued to be the resource, the connector, the sounding board, the champion for 

our businesses. We partnered with local, regional, and state organizations to assist our businesses through it. 

And what we learned along the way is that we are resilient, our community is strong, and the Chamber was 

needed more than ever. We jumped into the virtual world like everyone else and we delivered. We convened 

experts to share best practices, we provided digital toolkits for effective communications, and we campaigned 

Support Local messages to help build up our small businesses. We positioned the Chamber and our Business 

community to be ready for this – This right here! All of you, here tonight showing our community that our 

businesses are resilient, and we are ready to move forward. I don’t know about you, but I am Zoomed out. I 

think we have all realized how important human connection is. We need nights like tonight and all of the other 

great in person events that our Michigan City Chamber of Commerce provides. I invite you to stay connected 

and I hope to see you at many more in person events this year!   

KATIE EATON 

Thank you, Bill and thank you for your leadership this year as our Board Chair. 

I would also like to thank our Board Members and Committee Members for all they do all year for the 

Chamber. If you serve on a committee of the Chamber, please stand at this time to be recognized. 



 

 

And a Big Thank you to Janelle. Who was not only instrumental in organizing tonight’s event but has been a 

great partner to navigate this last year with. Thank you for everything you do for me, for the Chamber and our 

members.   

Bill is right. We are thrilled to be back with our members in person. This is my 2nd visit to Blue Chip today 

which makes me feel like life is getting back to normal. And, I haven’t even played a slot machine yet.  

The Salvation Army had their Annual Donut eating contest and I was honored to be co-emcee for that event 

this morning. It’s always a fun day when there is a wardrobe change mid-day! 

What can I say? It has been a tough year for business. But we survived, and we are ready to move forward.  

At the Chamber, we spent much of the last year being reactive to new scenarios and policies, helping our 

members along the way. We have also used our time to look at our offerings and strategize to make a bigger 

impact for our members. We have pulled together new committees like our Small Business Council and our 

CEO Roundtable. We have restructured other groups like our ambassadors. And, we are continuously looking 

to add value for our membership. We recently announced a new Healthcare savings program with 

UnitedHealthcare that is available to our membership.  

We will continue to look for opportunities to bring value and resources to our members. We need your help in 

building not only our Chamber but our community. Your input is valuable, and we ask you to stay engaged in 

the conversation.  We want to hear from you!  Connect with me tonight, or let’s schedule a time to meet.   

In 2020, we added 38 new members to the Michigan City Chamber of Commerce and ended the year with 360 

members. The bulk of our new members last year were very small business owners- most with 10 or fewer 

employees. And, we have had a higher number of Women and Minority owned businesses joining the 

Chamber and we look forward to that trend continuing. It is the mission of the chamber to be a resource to its 

members, businesses, and the community to promote economic growth in the Michigan City area and we 

believe in fostering an inclusive business environment to promote a thriving community. We achieve this 

through numerous partnerships like economic development, education, small business development, 

government, local businesses and so many more.  

I am proud to stand here tonight leading the Chamber and representing a strong and resilient business 

community. And we are resilient because we come together for the greater good. I have seen that over the 

last year more than ever. And, as we put traditional events on hold our sponsors allowed us the flexibility to 

support other needs in the community. Businesses came together to help seniors have a graduation ceremony 

that they so deserved. Restaurants worked side by side to feed those in need. We supported our small 

businesses by distributing and selling over $7,000 Chamber Community Gift Certificates. County Wide Private, 

public, and nonprofit organizations meeting on a weekly basis to communicate through the pandemic and 

now assisting with vaccination awareness. Many of these new partnerships and collaborations will continue 

even as COVID becomes less of what we talk about. Our conversations now turn to rebuilding, and workforce, 

and community as we strive to make the Michigan City area and La Porte County a great place for our 

businesses, our visitors, and especially for those who call it HOME!  



 

 

Please continue to enjoy the remainder of your meal, your dessert and connect with those around you. This is 

a time for enjoyment. Enjoy! 


